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Tomatoes are ihe favorite
garden crop In  Ameriea,
enjoyed by most everyone-
and birds. Birds are really
not & big garden problem
antil tomatoes start to ripen.
Then they become o res!

nuisance,
Oftentimes hirds ﬁhd your
ripe tomatces about & day

before you do, And they eat

holea in every tomato they
can find aboul the Ume it
turnd red. These holes or
damaged spots cfien become
infested by various types of
insects and rottype dissises
The result is obvious-fewer
tomatoes for the dinner table.

Gardeners have used many
methods-—-scarecrows,  alumi
nmum pie plates, strings of
brightly colored ribbons,
virious molsemikers-to Lry
o prevent bird damage
These methods are usually
shori-lived.

One method that does work
well involves using old
stockings or panty hose, Cut

Bird control in gardens

the nylon stocking or panty
bose inlo 15 Lo 20-inch
lengths. Then tie ome end
shot. Nexi, slip the resulting
“tube” over a clister of
tomatoss and clove Lhe open
end-with a terist -tie-or short
piece of string. The elastic
nature of the panty hose or
slocking allows [fruit to
enlarge. Tomatods can be
easily harvested by umtying
the clostd end and removing
the fruil

It's important to place the
hose or stocking tube over
the cluster of lomaloes well
belore Lomaloes start Lo lurn
red. Il you don't, the birds
will get there before you do.

Another method of prolect
ing your tomatoes from bird
damage s (o harvest them
when they are just® pink
rather than full red. Believe
it or not, a tomato picked mt
the pink stage and ripened st
oo lemperature has the
same Laate and flavor as one
ripened on the vine

MAKING HAY

The hay producer who
believes u delay of & few. days
in eutting would be of little
consequence in hay prodoc-
tion should give the matter
sdditional thought: Consider-
able feed value eould be Jost
Research has shown that
delaying harvest resulis in
both protein and digestibility
lossen in the hay,

In  southern  perennial
Erasses, di“rﬂiﬁﬂﬂ}' dmp:
shout 0.1 to 0.2 peresntage
units per day between four
and eight weeks of age.
Coastal bermudigrass has
been shown to loss 25 percent
of its crude protein by
delaying cuiting from Lhe
fourth wesk to the sixth
woek of growth. A further
delay to the eighth week
reduces crude protein an
additional eight pereent

While producers can increase

thelr total volume of number
of bales of hay by delaying
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are often put aside by +H
members, parenls and lead-
ers because Lhey seem long,
diffieult and unimportant,
Are record boaks unimpor
tant?

A 4H record book is a
concise, well organized re
cord, jowrnal and report of a
4 Hers aclivities in 2 par
ticular project area during
the past 4 H year

Record books help +H
members: develop record
keeping skills; jearn how Lo
use records; develop the
habit of recording Lhings
when they happen: measure
their scromplishments; es
tablish new goals based on
previous experisncs; improve
their spelling, grammar and
mathematics; report Lo
olhiera.

ly, = awards are made based
on whal is reporied in the
#H record book. Committess
or judges evalusie project
work and schiovement.
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Suateand National leveal
It is not netessary to have

who has never won Grand
Champion but has consistent
Iy dane & good job and placed
well will have completed Lhe
mosi  oulstanding project
Remember, aspects of learn
ing and teaching others,
leadership and  personal
growth are important too

Thare are many areas Lhat
2 #Her may turn hin'her
record book in, The Texas
-H Opportunities Handbook
is mn excellent guide o the
various programs and awards
s record book may eompels
for. The handbook is available
frem your county Extension
ageoL

Thers are Lhree age

divisions that record books,

are divided into: seniors

(1419 vears old): juniors
(12-13 wyears old); sub-jun

pating In the County Record
Book Awards Program with a
eomplete &H record book

Record books are required
to receive the Gold Sur
Award.

The (zold Star Award m the
highest award given to a +H
member |6 his or ber eously.
Two gold star awards are
issued in Colorado County

Requirements are: 1. Must
be 14 years old by January 1
of current vear. 2. Must have
completed three years of +H

membership. 3. Must be |

active in & project during
current year. 4. This award
may be received only one
time. 5. Must turn in record
book and “application for
nomination” form by July 2.

harvest until the sixth week
of growth, hay quality will
suffar.

With bermudagrass, thore
is little value in delaying
harvest past six weexs of
growth because dry matier
yields do not increase after
six weeks, Considering the
lows of protein and diges-
tiblfity, a mazimum omount
of guality hay ecan be
produced by  harvesting
every four to five weeka

While many factora affect
maximum yield of digestible
nutrients per scre, the most
imporiant factor is the stage
of plant maturity af harvest.
All forage plants, grasses and
legumes, betome lower in
protein, digestibility -and
necsprability to livestock aa
they progress from the
'-?g'ﬂ-‘.l‘ll'l'f !".Iﬂl"' Lo th[—
reproductive stage of growth

Cutting and * baling hay
while grmas s in  the
vegetalive slage presarves

the hays feed valoe while
harvest delays result in leed
value losses
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For information leading to the recovery of
the Ioilnwin.g truck/trailer units,
e ok ek
* # | Jdentified ss HDH Trucking Ca Unit Na
HIA2] stoden from 15135 Memorial ﬁr‘hr. Hipuston.
108 Mak truck loolor: brownl - VIEN: IMENTTOOSC
AOTESRE: 1978 Male sind
AT iractar on Lis
knife dambige 1o kefl door and beft rear of b

* t 2 ldentsbod ns HDH Trockng Co Unit Mo
HDEED stolen from T1I0D (ky JITE N Hotston, 1978
Inlernabional truck lmolor blee and whitel ¥
[STHGBISET, 1080 Male =and ahe
trmifer . VIN: WAZISZ1042

e e e e

Al replies held in sirict confidence. REWARD
paid il information given leads to recovery of any ol
the above stolen units. Call Bob Teague in Houston

and gravel traider  VIN
wrlt b preivious (“,.E.

Darrell Gertson
234-5488 - Eagle Lake

:l::f;lt:;:ftllf)ftffj

Wil AT AT AT AT T AT T

al 629-9118. Call collect if necessary. ' [
THE TRAVEL STORE |
I ; 213A Richmond Road |
MACKAY Wharton 5
5324262
3
WATER WELL Complete
E Travel Service :
DRILLING CO. " B
Airfines - Cruises - Tours - Hotels - Car Rentals
P.0. Box 631 Domestic or international
Wharton, Tx. 77488

L,
e L e

{Formarly Legnard W. Mickalson Co. , of El Campo)

Columbus Pest
IRRIGATION & MUNICIPAL

$400

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
CATHOLIC CHURCH

ANNUAL PICNIC

EAGLE LAKE, TEXAS
At The Air Conditioned

COMMUNITY CENTER

SUN.. JUNE 27

Barbecue Beef & Sausage
And All The Trimmingn

Plates $3.50 — Serving 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

# Curb Service - Served Right In Your Car *
Redroshanents and foer Served |240 N osn

Amusements and Games of All Kinds throughout the day under pavilion
Also, Horse Shoe Pitching Contest

Auma 1:30 P.M.

Control #

g Now Serving Fagle Lake, Columbus
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30 years uerH.'.'ng exper.'encs ' -0 e
713-532-8629 732-5697

WATER WELLS
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\
The Father's Day ( I v

Gift That Dad
Can Enjoy f
All Year Long

Call Now For

FREE

Installation. d
EAGLE LAKE
CABLE TV

'234-2840&‘
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